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| Relating to the Finding a e 


North. Weſt 5 


' ky # - = 


E HE aten e to Einl. and 
State to the Houſe, the Matter of Fact con- 
IN! : tained in the Petition of ſeveral Merchants of- 
the City of Londen, referred to them by Or- 
(der of the Houſe, have, in Purſuance of the 1 
AS ſaid Order, inquired into the late Diſcoveries 5 
| towards Finding a North-Weſt Paſſage, made EO 
| by the Ships called the Furnace, and the Diſ- 1 . 
cover y pink, ſent on that Service at the Expence of the Publick; 


* 7 And hayin * that Purpoſe el ſeveral Officers belong- 
7 ing to the faid Ships; do find, by the Evidence of Fobn Rankin, 

Lieutenant of the Nu ate Wi liam Moore, Maſter of the Pink, 
and Eduard Thompſon, Surgeon of the Furnace ; 3 


That che ſaid Shi po arrived in Churchill River @ Factory 
belonging to the Hudſon's Bay Company) on the Ninth of Augu/t 


One Thouſand Seven unde Forty-one; and were there laid , 
= for the Remainder of that Year, 


That 


„ A 


In co — — — — —— 
: ad S 
* 4 


gan 


That on the Firſt of Fuly One thouſand Seven hundred Forty- 


two, proceeding on the Diſcovery, they failed from Churchill, 
in Latitude 595 ſteeri el North · eaſterly, till they came * wich : 
| Marble Iſland, or Br | 1 


ebe, in Latitude 63“. 


Fes whence, ſilk on by the Eaſtward of hs North, ge- 
nerally Six or Seven Leagues diſtant from the Land to the Welt 


ward, without any remarkable Occurrence, they arrived in La- 


titude. 65 ; where, finding much floating Ice, and perceiving 


nd it to 
Fourteen 


ning, th 
ater fr 


in at that Place, to ſecure the ſaid Ships form the Ice. As 
tered this be from Six Eight 
Sixteen Futhom deep; 


e, and 


but as they went further in, the Opening grew wider, and the 


Water much deeper ; and this Opn yy afterwards named 
Wager Streight of, BeyErir ol) 02 gin 
They then found a convenient Plain. and brought the Ships to 
an Anchor, about Seven Song 188 here ey 
res U a 0 


remained in Anchorabdu 


In which Time they ſent a Boaz 4 to examine this Streight, 
which they obſerved to tend to the North North-weſt, at the 


e 2 3 


higheſt Fart the Boat went up to; and that the Streight was ge- 
gerally Ten or Twelve Leagues wide, as near as they could 
BE ; and;that, ſounding the ſame with a Line of e 


om, they bd no Ground, 


There was ſame Diff 
Lieutenant Rankin, and ert ep bn the Maſter, as to the Salt- 


neſs of the Mer at the 13 Part the Boat went up to; 
Rankin Kan t was as ſalt as in the main Ocean; Ae. 
14 7 tit was only brackiſh. 


" Moſt of the Witneſſes 22 ſeveral Whales of the Whalebone 
Kind in the upper Part of the Streight ; but none in the lower 


Part: Nor were any ſeen in any other Part of that great Expan- 


fion of Water called Hudſon's Bay, the Welcome, or any Place 


beſides, till this time: Nor did they hear of any being ſeen in 
thoſe Parts, 'except upon Wan broken See to the nn. 


of the Welcome. 


At 


an Opening in the Coaſt to the Weſtward, it was reſolved to fo 


Opinion in the Evidence of 


FI 


At the fartheſt Part FOR went uj with the Boat (which was 
about Twenty Leagues above the Ship) they went on ſhore un 
the South-weſt Side; and, from high Ground, they perceived 

the Streight to tend away to the Southward of che Weſt, as far as 
FEN 3 n Tc 2 ln 
| "On the Fourth Day of Auguſt, the. Ships ſailed FR theſe 

onde hts by the Way they came in; and then ſtood away to the 
Eafhward of the N orth to Latitude 67*; then returned along 


the Coaſt,” without any remarkable Occurrence, till they made 
Marble Iſland again, where they anchored Three or Four Days ; 


and, the Fifteenth of Auguſt One thouſand Seven hundred and 


Forty-two, they proceeded from thence directly for England. 


It likewiſe a . from the Evidence, that the Weſtern 


| Cralt from Esk:imaux Point, in Latitude 61 9 209 Cine River, 
in Latitude 65®, was broken Land. 98 


For che further Infotihation of che Houſe, Jour Commities 
Hig thought proper to annex hereto the Report made by the 
Officers, who were ſent up in the Boat to . Ba _ 
Jens the. & fartheſt fo the e 55 . 
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Purſuant to an Order from Captain 
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„Commander of his Majeſty's 

nf it St. Yor. 20 NT ot 0 

ring Date Twenty ſey 
Ek OJ] nnen 1 
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ae e 539985 mor bp e Toa 
E, whoſe Names are hereunto ſubſcribed, took the Fur- 


on the Twenty-eighth, at One in the Morning, arxived at Deer 


V ;;nace's Six-oared Boat, and went from Savage Sound, 
here bis Majeſty's Ships Furnace and Diſcovery then lay ; and, 


Sound, where we tried the Tide, and found the Flood came 


into that Place from the River Wager, and roſe at that time Ten 


el 
- 


: 7 A eo "I p 2 — 8 a 


> 

”- 2 1 3 
th 7 * A 
0 Fin #h . 
* 


Feet. At Six o Clock the ſame Morning, we left Deer Sound? 


Deer for our ſick Men; and failed for a high, bluff Land on 


| 
| 5 where we put the Two Northern Indians. aſhore, to kill ſome 
2 7 | | 


the Iſlands on the North Side of Deer Sound, to the high, bluff 
Land, was North-weſt by North, by Compaſs. We ſounded 
frequently, and had no Ground, with a Line of Sixty-eight 
Fathom, all the Way over. When we were a-breaſt of the high, 
bluff Land, we ſteered Weſt North-weſt, keeping the Mid- 


s i. - 5 13 channel, and ſtill found no Ground at Sixty- eight Fathom, except 


nigh ſome Iſlands, that lay in the fair Way, about One- Third over 
the River, and Thirty Fathom within a League of one of them. 
This Courſe we kept, till we got about Fifteen Leagues from 
Deer Sound; but, finding the Tide or Freſh againſt us, and the 


hindering the Ships from going to Sea. However, we came to a 
Grapnel with the Boat, and went upon an high, mountainous 


we ſaw a great Run or Fall of Water between the ſuppoſed main 
Land and the aforeſaid Iſlands, very narrow, ſeemingly not a 
Mile broad, and about a Teague from where the Boat lay; but, 
to the Northward, we diſcovered a large Collection of Water, 
in which Were ſeveral Iſlands, and high, mountainous Land on 


both 


* 


the North-weſt Side of the River Yager. Our Courſe, from 


Land, where we had a very fair View of the River. From thence 


Wind coming fair, we were afraid to ſtay any longer, for fear of 1 


$ * Srv e dr * = 1 * 


both Sides of it, the Weſt Side having many bluff Points, ud 
broken Land. In our Return towards the Ships, and not far 
from Deer Sound, we ſaw ſeveral large Black Whales of the 


Whalebone Kind, ſome of which came yery near the Boat. So 
that, upon the Whole, we think there may be ſome other Paſ- 


ſage into the Sea from the River Wager, beſides that which his 


Majeſty's Ships Furnace and Diſcovery came in at; and imagine, 
there is a great Probability of an Opening or. Inlet into the Sea 
ſomewhere on the Eaſt Side thereof, though we cannot fix the 


Place. Given under our Hands this 1ſt Day of Auguſt, 1742. 


. ' Joun Ranxin, 


Ros. WILSON. 
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